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Bowery Micro-Housing: An Affordable Housing Prototype for 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side

Like many cities during the early years of this 
century, New York City experienced a boom in 
new construction of ultra-expensive, sprawl-
ing, luxury apartments. During this time, the 
balance of contemporary architectural dis-
course on housing in the city shifted almost 
exclusively toward the high-end condominium 
market. The current situation, however, pro-
vides an opportunity for architects, planners, 
and developers to refocus on the growing 
need for affordable housing in urban centers 
like Manhattan. 

Bowery Micro-Housing is proposed as a 
speculative prototype to help restart this dia-
logue, providing an example of high-perfor-
mance affordable housing on an underutilized 
site on the Bowery in lower Manhattan, New 
York City. In this project, affordability means 
small but well-designed units with low operat-
ing costs due to efficient use of solar shading, 
thermal mass, and natural ventilation. A key 
feature is the custom adaptive building skin, 
which can be fine-tuned by the individual user 
to seasonal and diurnal changes, optimizing 
the performance of the building in daily use 
and over its entire life cycle.
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